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Entry Guideline

Eligibility
The competition is open to any individual, group or
nationality.

Entry Categories and Award Categories
Morisawa Award

Entry works are to be judged for creativity and excel-
lence of design.

Either or both of Kanji and Latin categories may be
chosen. There is no limit to the number of submissions
per entrant.

Winners receive a testimonial, a trophy and a sub-
prize money.

Kanji category:

Gold Prize; JPY 1 million (1 work)

Silver Prize; JPY 500,000 (1 work)

Bronze prize; JPY 300,000 (1 work)

Honorable Mention; JPY 50,000 (3 works)

Latin category:

Gold Prize; JPY 1 million (1 work)

Silver Prize; JPY 500,000 (1 work)

Bronze prize; JPY 300,000 (1 work)
Honorable Mention; JPY 50,000 (3 works)

People’s Choice

The general public is invited to cast a vote for a fa-
vorite entry work online starting on May 2019.
The entry works for Morisawa Award can be regis-
tered. Entry to the People’s Choice is optional.

Winners receive a testimonial, a trophy and a gift.
Kanji category: Highest number and 2nd highest num-
ber of votes (1 work each)

Latin category: Highest number and 2nd highest num-
ber of votes (1 work each)

Akashi Award

Entry works are to be judged for high degree of per-
fection and proposal abilities against the theme. Entry
to Akashi Award is optional.

This time, the theme is Variable fonts. There is no dis-
tinction between the Kanji and Latin categories.
Please see the entry guideline for more details.
Morisawa Inc. will examine entries for Akashi Award.
The judges will comprehensively evaluate whether
your work is new and progressive as a variable font.

Winners receive a testimonial, a trophy and a sub-
prize money.
Prize money; JPY 50,000 (Up to 3 works)

Entry rules and Design format

Download the competition entry rules and the design
format in the official website.

Submitted designs must conform to the format speci-
fications for the respective category: Sheet 1 - 3 for
Kanji category, and Sheet A - B for Latin category.
Entries that differ substantially from the competition
specifications will be disqualified.

For Akashi Award, submit related files specified in the
Design Format.

The Competition Office shall be the sole judge of
whether or not a submitted design is accepted for
entry, based on the competition entry rules and the
separate specifications.

How to Enter

Entry should be made on the official website. Entry
works must be submitted in a PDF file. Please conform
to the specifications in the entry rules.

No actual pieces sent by mail are accepted.

Exhibit is free of charge.

1. Register on the official website. (starting on
November 1st, 2018)

2. Obtainan entry ID and describe it on your entry
work.

3. Submit entry works through the official website.

Submission Period

Entries must be submitted during the period starting
on November 1st, 2018 through January 31st, 2019
(JST).

Judging of Morisawa Award
Judging will be carried out in unbiased manner, with
the identities of entrants unrevealed.



Entry Guideline

Judges of Morisawa Award
Kanji category

Issei Kitagawa

Osamu Torinoumi

Ryoko Nishizuka

Masaaki Hiromura

Latin category

llya Ruderman
Indra Kupferschmid
Cyrus Highsmith
Laura Meseguer

The Emeritus Jury
Matthew Carter

Condition for entries

Don’ts

- Entries must not be an imitation of any existing type-
faces.

- Entries must not have been previously made public
regardless of whether or not compensation is re-
ceived.

- Entries must not be permitted for usage by a third-
party (including the lending or transfer of copyright or
of the usage right and licensing regardless of whether
or not compensation is received).

- Entries must not be under negotiation with a third-
party.

- Entries must not infringe rights of a third-party.

- Entrants must not publicize any information regard-
ing connection between the entrant and his or her
entry design before announcement of the competition
result.

-Interpretation of Public / Publish

Whether free or not, typefaces that have been made
available for purchase or download on any website,
whether commercial or non-commercial.

Typefaces that have already been licensed.

-Not defined as Public / Publish

Demonstration of designs on college and school web-
sites.

Demonstration of designs on personal blogs, portfo-
lio, social networking service (non-downloadable) and
making references in third parties’ interviews.

At the time of entry, it is regarded that entrants
agreed to the above rules and all entry works are con-
formed to these rules. In case of violation of them, the
entry will be disqualified.

Conditions

- Itis regarded that entrants to the People’s Choice
give permission for their entry works (Sheet 2 for the
Kanji and a part of Sheet A for the Latin category) to
be publicized on the competition official website.

- Part or all of award winning works and entried works
will be introduced in press releases, the competition
collection book, exhibitions, etc.

- No entry files are revised, deleted or returned.

- Neither employees of Morisawa Inc. nor those of the
affiliate companies can enter the competition.

Announcement of Results

July, 2019 (as planned)

Winners will be notified by e-mail, and publicly an-
nounced on both competition official website and
Morisawa corporate website.

After the announcement of results, no entry works
besides prize-winning pieces will be publicized.

Copyrights and Other Rights

Those submitting their designs to the competition
retain the copyrights for their works. However, with
regard to commercialization of all prize-winning works
Morisawa Inc. shall have priority rights for negotia-
tion for 6 months starting from the date of the result
announcement. Designers of the prize-winning works
shall not be permitted to hold negotiations or to
conclude contracts, memorandums, or agreements
pertaining to the commercialization or licensing of the
works with any third-party other than Morisawa Inc.
during this period without the written permission by
Morisawa Inc.

Morisawa Inc. shall also hold the right for negotia-
tion for the commercialization of works that have not
received awards in the competition. Designers of such
works shall not, however, be barred from negotiat-
ing for the commercialization of works with any party
other than Morisawa Inc.
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Prize money and Remuneration

In case of prize money or remuneration to be subject
to withholding income tax, required procedures will
be carried out by Morisawa Inc.

You may be required to prepare the necessary papers
for procedures and it may take some days to make
remittance.

Organizer
Morisawa Inc.

Partner
Morisawa Bunken Inc.

Supporter

ARPHIC TECHNOLOGY CO., LTD.

Beijing Hanyi Keyin Information Technology Co., Ltd.
SANDOLL Communications Inc.

Type Network, LLC.

Contact Information

Office of The Morisawa Type Design Competition 2019
c/o Morisawa Inc., 2-27, Shimomiyabi-cho,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0822, Japan
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Bl Kanji Category, Morisawa Award Format and Specification

All of the characters shown on the sample Sheet 1

and 2 for the Kanji category are to be regarded as the
character set assigned for Kanji category entries.

A total of three sheets per typeface must be submit-
ted with each entry as described in the rules below.
For entry sheets entrants may use the guide file of en-
try sheets prepared in the official competition website.
Works unrelated to the theme will not be judged.

Each sample sheet has been prepared using an exist-
ing typeface for reference only.

Rules common to all entry sheets

0-1 Entry sheets should be marked on the upper right-
hand corner with the “Work ID” provided at the time of
your entry in the official website.

Show the ID with 14pt (5mm) sans-serif typeface and
outline it to eliminate any problems in outputting.

0-2 Entry sheets must be submitted in a PDF file.
Please make sure it is properly opened by Acrobat 9.0.
0-3 Entry sheets must be A3 in size (297 mm x 420
mm, within £ 3 mm allowance). Make sure to set at
least 10mm margin on the left, right, top and bottom
side of the page.

0-4 Blank space must be white and typeface color
must be black (K100%) only.

0-5 The set of three sheets must contain the same
typeface as the one designed in Sheet 1.

0-6 There are no limitations on methods of making

a PDF file such as outline data and image-pasting.
However, in case of fonts already designed or in use of
a customized brush, a PDF file should be made after
outlining them.

0-7 Scanned images must have resolution of at least
600 dpi. This is necessary to ensure that quality of
entries can be fairly judged.

0-8 Names of entrants, their membership organiza-
tions and typefaces should not be entered on the entry
sheets.

Entry Sheet 1: List of Assigned Characters -1

The Sheet one shows the enlarged example of the as-
signed characters and the assigned character list.
1-1 Set the two characters as shown in the sample,

in size of 50 mm full-width (height). Each character
should be surrounded with 0.1 mm thin line to show
50 mm full-width imaginary body. Space between
each character should be 5 mm.

1-2 Set the 20mm full-width assigned characters

as shown in the sample. Each character should be
surrounded with 0.1mm thin line to show full-width

imaginary body. Character spacing is 20 mm with

24 mm leading.

1-3 In the last line, set the alphabet and numerals as
created to assume the width of each character. Each
character other than the last line should be surround-
ed with 0.1 mm thin line to show full-width imaginary
body. Character spacing is 20 mm with 24 mm leading.
The alphabet letters is optional, not required.

Entry Sheet 2: Horizontal and Vertical-setting
Examples

2-1 Set the same sentence in horizontal composition
as shown in the sample using 16 mm full-width char-
acters with 23 mm leading. Use any character spac-
ing that will best display the effect of your entry. The
number of characters per line should be 10 in standard
(hanging punctuation marks are permissible.)

2-2 Set the same sentence as shown in the sample
using 8 mm full-width characters with 13 mm lead-
ing. Character spacing is to be solid and the number of
characters per line should be 20 in standard (hanging
punctuation marks are permissible.)

2-3 Set the same sentence as shown in the sample
using 4 mm full-width characters with 7.5 mm lead-
ing. Character spacing is to be solid and the number of
characters per line should be 30 in standard (hanging
punctuation marks are permissible.)

2-4 Set the same sentence in vertical composition as
shown in the sample using 16 mm full-width charac-
ters with 23 mm leading. Use any character spacing
that will best display the effect of your entry. The num-
ber of characters per line should be 16 in standard
(hanging punctuation marks are permissible.)

2-5 Set the same sentence as in the sample us-

ing 8 mm full-width characters with 12 mm leading.
Character spacing is to be solid and the number of
characters per line should be 25 in standard (hanging
punctuation marks are permissible.)

2-6 Set the same sentence as in the sample using

4 mm full-width characters with 7.5 mm leading.
Character spacing is to be solid and the number of
characters per line should be 30 in standard (hanging
punctuation marks are permissible.)

Entry Sheet 3: Free Presentation

3-1 For the sheet three, make a free presentation that
will best display the effect of your entry. You are free

to use any character size and to set any way you want.
Characters not assigned in the sample may be created
and used. However, names of entrants, their member-



M Kanji Category, Morisawa Award

Format and Specification

ship organizations and typefaces should not be ap-
peared in the sentence. Using the exisiting typefaces is
also prohibited.

3-2 The space used in the sheet must be within 277
mm x 400 mm as shown in the sample. Don’t use each
margins of 10 mm.
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M Latin Category, Morisawa Award Format and Specification

All of the characters shown on the sample Sheet A for
the Latin category are to be regarded as the character
set assigned for the Latin category entry. A total of
two sheets per typeface must be submitted with each
entry as described in the rules below. For entry sheets,
entrants may use the guide file of entry sheets pre-
pared in the official competition website. Works unre-
lated to the theme will not be judged.

Each sample sheet has been prepared using an existing
typeface for reference only.

Rules common to all entry sheets

0-1 Entry sheets should be marked on the upper right-
hand corner with the “Work ID” provided at the time
of your entry in the official website. Show the ID with
14pt (5mm) sans-serif typeface and outline it to elimi-
nate any problems in outputting.

0-2 Entry sheets must be submitted in a PDF file.
Please make sure it is properly opened by Acrobat 9.0.
0-3 Entry sheets must be A3 in size (297 mm x 420
mm, within £ 3 mm allowance). Make sure to set at
least 10mm margin on the left, right, top and bottom
side of the page.

0-4 Blank space must be white and typeface color
must be black (K100%) only.

0-5 The set of two sheets must contain the same type-
face as the one designed in Sheet A.

0-6 There are no limitations on methods of making

a PDF file such as outline data and image-pasting.
However, in case of fonts already designed or in use of
a customized brush, a PDF file should be made after
outlining them.

0-7 Scanned images must have resolution of at least
600 dpi. This is necessary to ensure that quality of
entries can be fairly judged.

0-8 Names of entrants, their membership organiza-
tions and typefaces should not be entered on the
entry sheets.

Sheet A: All Assigned Characters

1-1 All of the assigned characters must be set in 60 pt.
The maximum line length is 36 picas(432 pt). Start a
new line at the point of the line length of 36 picas. The
leading should be solid.

1-2 Set 36 pt specimens in two lines. Line spacing
should be solid. Start a new line at the point of the
maximum line length of 36 picas (432 pt). The number
of lines can be up to two.

1-3 Set 24 pt specimens in five lines. Line spacing
should be 3 pt. The maximum line length is 30 picas
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(360 pt). The number of lines can be up to five.

1-4 Set 14 pt specimens in four lines. Line spacing
should be 14 pt. The maximum line length is 40 picas
(480 pt). The number of lines can be up to four.

1-5 Set 42 pt specimens in capital letters only. The
maximum line length is 40 picas (480 pt). The number
of lines can be one or two.

Sheet B: Free Presentation

2-1 For the sheet B, make a free presentation that will
best display the effect of your entry. You are free to
use any character size and to set any way you want.
Characters not assigned in the sample may be created
and used. However, the existing typefaces, names of
entrants, their membership organizations and type-
faces should not be appeared in the sentence.

2-2 The space used in the sheet must be within 277
mm x 400 mm as shown in the sample. Don’t use each
margins of 10 mm.

Remarks
The type size measure can be either in English/
American point system or Didot.
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Theme
“Variable fonts”

Variable Fonts are the fonts designed utilizing the
technology called OpenType Font Variations, which
newly introduced in OpenType 1.8. Submit necessary
files stated below. Submit necessary files stated below.

Submit file

1. An OpenType font

2. A text file explaining the concept and the operation
procedure.

Font file

1-1 The font file must include at least 10 characters or
letters assigned in Sheet A for Kanji Category or Latin
Category of Morisawa Award.

1-2 The file name must be “work ID and extension”.
1-3 The file size must be 100MB or less.

1-4 Make sure that your work operates in Adobe
[llustrator CC 2018.

Text file

2-1 Create a text file explaining the concept of the work
and the operation procedure in Japanese or English.
However, names of entrants, their membership
organizations and typeface should not be appeared.
2-2 The file name must be work ID and extension(.txt).
Only .txt files are accepted.





